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INTELLIGENCE SERVICE IN CARPATHIAN RUTHENIA INVESTIGATION CENTRE
FOR CARPATHIAN RUTHENIA (PATRACI STREDISKO PRO PODKARPATSKOU RUS)
IN THE CRISIS YEARS 1938/1939

Prepared primarily on the basis of documents from the Central Military Archive — Military History
Archive in Prague (Vojensky ustiedni archiv — Vojensky historicky archiv) and the Security Service Archive
in Prague (Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek), the study focuses on the restructuring of the Czechoslovak mil-
itary intelligence service before the World War Il as the curtailed Czechoslovakia was forced to respond
to changes in geopolitical situation.

Intelligence activities aimed at Nazi Germany were officially prohibited and intelligence activity
moved to the east of the Czechoslovakia to the region of Carpathian Ruthenia, in the direction of Poland
and Hungary. Headquartered in Carpathian Ruthenia’s Svaliava (Ceansaea), the Investigation Centre for
Carpathian Ruthenia (Patract stiedisko pro Podkarpatskou Rus) became a new element in the Czecho-
slovak intelligence service restructuring, tasked with both offensive and defensive intelligence activity
targeting Poland and Hungary while monitoring the internal political situation in Carpathian Ruthenia.
The Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia was taken from the usual structures and was fully sub-
Jject to the Second (Intelligence) Department of the Military Headquarters (2. oddeleni Hlavniho Stabu)
in Prague. Staff Captain Jan Krcek chaired the Investigation Centre throughout its existence (December
1938 — March 1939). In addition to him, Czechoslovak military intelligence officers Jindrich Kratky, Old-
Fich Vomacka, Stanislav Vondrich and Stépan Kares were also stationed in Svaljava.

The Investigation Centre worked in difficult conditions and ended its activities in March 1939. Czech
lands were occupied by German troops. Slovakia became independent, became an ally of Nazi Germany
and the Hungarian army occupied Carpathian Ruthenia.

Keywords: Czechoslovakia, Czechoslovak Armed Forces, military intelligence, Jan Krcek, Investiga-
tion Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia.

Introduction. The Czechoslovak Military Intel-
ligence Service started operating shortly after the
founding of independent Czechoslovakia on Octo-
ber 28, 1918. It operated under the auspices of the
Military Headquarters in Prague, the new state’s
capital. Its jurisdiction included all Czechoslovak
military forces in the territory of the newly estab-
lished republic; as with other military authorities
emerging immediately after the revolution, as its
activities were characterized by considerable impro-
visation (Bfach, R. & Lanik, J. 2013, p. 29; Straka,
K. & Tomek, P. et al. 2018, p. 28).

Professionally organized intelligence activities
started when the first Czechoslovak Army officer was
appointed to the office of the intelligence service com-
mander. This officer was Cenék Hauzvic, Major of the
Military Headquarters and experienced intelligence
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officer of the former Austro-Hungarian Army. Over
time, the activities of the Czechoslovak intelligence
services centred around the Second (Intelligence) De-
partment of the Military Headquarters (2. odde€leni
Hlavniho §tabu), following the French model (Straka,
K. & Tomek, P. et al. 2018, pp. 28, 32).

Like the emerging Czechoslovak Army, the Intel-
ligence Service faced many challenges from the time
of its origin. Most of the Czechoslovak state borders
corresponded to the historical border of Bohemia and
northern border of Hungary, except for the relatively
large Czechoslovak-Hungarian section that was new
and man-made. The relationship between Czechoslo-
vakia and Hungary was tense from the start, leading
to a relatively short but bloody conflict in 1919. An-
other serious crisis in relation to Hungary occurred in
late 1921, when the last Austro-Hungarian emperor
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Charles I attempted to restore rule of the Habsburg
monarchy in Hungary. The operative sections of In-
telligence Service Departments of Land Headquarters
in Bratislava and Kosice (2. odd¢leni Stabu velitel-
stvi Zemského vojenského velitelstvi v Bratislavé a
Kosicich) focused their intelligence work on Hun-
gary, controlling high-profile intelligence officers in
individual divisions as well as independent troops.
A special unit established in 1928 under the office of
the Czechoslovak Military Attaché in Vienna carried
out dedicated espionage work against Hungary. It’s
important to mention that intelligence work against
Hungary was the main focus of the services’ activities
until 1934 (Straka, K. & Tomek, P. et al. 2018, p. 42).

The Czechoslovak Military Intelligence faced
completely new challenges after Adolf Hitler seized
power in neighbouring Germany in 1933. It became
evident that his intention was to dismantle the Treaty
of Versailles established after WWI using any means
available. In response to the new circumstances,
many changes were introduced by Czechoslovak
intelligence services in the late 1930s which strove
to effectively adjust the foreign intelligence offen-
sive while improving the quality of work. The ser-
vice was radically reorganized five times between
1934 and 1938. Four of the reorganizations occurred
before Germany, Italy, France and Great Britain
concluded the Munich Agreement in 1938, forcing
Czechoslovakia to surrender territory around its bor-
der to Nazi Germany. The fifth one was required by
the catastrophic consequences for Czechoslovakia of
that Agreement (See, e. g.: Kokoska, S. & Malif, J.
1989, pp. 51-65 and Kokoska, S. & Malit, J. 1990,
pp. 34-48).

In the late 1930s, when the productivity of the
intelligence services was at its peak, the Second (In-
telligence) Department of the Military Headquarters
was divided into four groups: A — Study and Planning
(studijni a planovaci), B — Investigation (patraci),
C — Foreign (zahrani¢ni) and D — General (vSeo-
becnd). Intelligence work in the sense of collection
and critical analysis of information was assigned to
groups A and B. Group A (Study and Planning) was
responsible for sorting, recording and analyzing re-
ports provided by the special means of groups B (In-
vestigation) and C (Foreign) (Straka, K. 2017, p. 33).

Immediately before the war, Czechoslovak of-
fensive intelligence services launched their new
“Advanced Agency Centres” (Pfedsunuta agenturni
tisttedna, PAU). They were intelligence subsidiaries
located in border areas, tasked with keeping direct
contact with both the local and foreign agency net-
works. Some of them were accountable directly to
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the Intelligence Headquarters in Prague, that is, the
Second (Intelligence) Department of the Military
Headquarters, and others to the Second (Intelligence)
Departments of provincial military headquarters.
This solution proved less than ideal and all supervi-
sory authority was later transferred to the Second De-
partment of the Military Headquarters, leading to the
establishment of four intelligence centres (Vyzvédna
stiediska, VS): VS I in Prague, VS 1II in Brno, VS
III in Bratislava and VS IV in Kosice. All Advanced
Agency Centres came under the authority of these
Intelligence Centres. The new system took effect
on October 1, 1936. In spring 1938 when Czecho-
slovakia faced a crisis, individual Intelligence Cen-
tres were renamed “Agency Investigation Centres”
(Agenturni patraci stfediska, APS) with their respec-
tive Roman numerals (Straka, K. 2017, pp. 36-37).

The highest element in the hierarchy of intelligence
authorities was Section P-1, constituting one of the in-
tegral parts of Investigation Group B under the Second
Department of the Military Headquarters. The above-
mentioned Investigation Centres (VS), later called
Agency Investigation Centres (APS), were directly
subordinate to it, as were foreign supporting points
of the Czechoslovak Intelligence Service and the Ad-
vanced Agency Headquarters in Prague with the code
name VONAPO, working since 1936 as a joint Czecho-
slovak-Soviet intelligence unit against Nazi Germany
(Straka, K. & Tomek, P. et al. 2018, p. 54).

Like the Czechoslovak Army, the Czechoslovak
Intelligence Service system was gravely affected by
the Munich Agreement. Its last re-organization was
ordered by German authorities. Nazi Germany was
not allowed to be the focus of intelligence work and
borders with this large neighbour of Czechoslovakia
became a passive zone as far as military defence was
concerned. Under the aggressive influence of Hun-
gary and Poland, intelligence activities gravitated
towards the very eastern part of Czechoslovakia,
eastern Slovakia and Carpathian Ruthenia. After a
subsequent reorganization of armed forces, almost
half of the country’s military were gathered there
(Straka, K. 2007, p. 132).

The intelligence apparatus also had to adapt to
the new international situation. Its restructuring took
place from October to December 1938. The prima-
ry sign of the disruption in the intelligence services
after the Munich Agreement was the dissolution of
the Advanced Centres in Bohemia. Agency Inves-
tigation Centres (APS) working against Germany
were dissolved or transferred to Moravia and Silesia
to focus their intelligence work against Poland or the
originally Czechoslovak territories annexed by Hun-
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gary after the First Vienna Award in 1938 (Straka, K.
2017, p. 38).

Aside from interests in Poland and Hungary, the
need arose to monitor the situation in the very eastern
part of Czechoslovakia, Carpathian Ruthenia”. A new
Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia (Patraci
stiedisko pro Podkartpatskou Rus, PSPR)™ headquar-
tered in the town of Svaljava (CansiBa) was founded in
December 1938. It concentrated on the situation within
the area and offensive activity against Poland, as well
as the former Czechoslovak territory occupied by the
Hungarian army to the south. In all other ways, it was
subordinate to the Intelligence Headquarters in Prague
(2. oddéleni Hlavniho §tabu) (Straka, K. 2017, p. 38).

Another, previously unknown, element of Czecho-
slovak military intelligence services emerged: a secret
agency. An agency investigation service focused on
Germany had been established in late 1938 p. with-
out the knowledge of superior officers at the Military
Headquarters and Ministry of National Defence. The
Munich Agreement prohibited all intelligence work,
so the secret agency operated solely on a conspiratori-
al basis, with only a very small circle of persons aware
of its existence (Straka, K. 2017, p. 38).

The following paragraphs aim to introduce the
secret Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia
(PSPR) as part of the system of Czechoslovak mil-
itary intelligence services. The study draws on the
very fragmentary archives of the Second Department
of the Military Headquarters of the Ministry of Na-
tional Defence, relevant archival sources of the First
and Third (Planning and Operation) Departments
(1. a 2. oddéleni Hlavniho §tabu) and materials of
Czechoslovak military counterintelligence (Hlavni
sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky), which are all
maintained by the Central Military Archive — Mili-
tary History Archive in Prague (Vojensky ustfedni ar-
chiv — Vojensky historicky archiv, VUA — VHA) and
by the Security Service Archive in Prague (Archiv
bezpecnostnich slozek, ABS). Other available litera-
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ture on intelligence services was also used. Most of
it was published by the Military History Institute in
Prague (Vojensky historicky Gstav v Praze). As an ex-
ample, let us name the book “Ve sluzbach republiky.
100 let od zalozeni ceskoslovenského vojenského
zpravodajstvi” writen by the Czech historians Kar-
el Straka, Prokop Tomek and Tomas§ BandZzuch and
the work of Karel Straka named ‘“Rekonstrukce
Ceskoslovenské agenturni site a jejich vysledkt z let
1933-1939: Zpravodajské ustredi”.

Research Results. Origin and Operation of the
Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia (PSPR).
The exact founding date of this intelligence service cen-
tre is unknown. In late 1938, Emil Strankmiiller, com-
mander of the offensive intelligence service officers
operating under the Second Department of the Military
Headquarters drew up basic guidelines for this special-
ized intelligence service centre. It can be presumed that
it was the Commander of the Czechoslovak Intelligence
Service and future General FrantiSek Moravec who
played the role of the metaphorical father of the centre'.

Based on this document, the Investigation Centre
for Carpathian Ruthenia was established in the town
of Svaliava in the very eastern part of the Czechoslo-
vak Republic (now it is a city located in the Transcar-
pathian region of Ukraine) under the auspices of the
Intelligence Headquarters. The first, and due to its
short operation, only commander of the centre was
the previous head of the Second Department of the 1+
Corps Staff in Prague (2. oddé€leni Stabu velitelstvi 1.
sboru v Praze), Staff Captain Jan Kréek™;? (Figure 1).

' VUA — VHA, fund (f) Velitelstvi vojenské
zpravodajské sluzby, box (b.) 153, file (f.) 23, Pfedmét:
Zpravodajska sluzba — informace, ref. no. 13415/1938
(undated), fol. 1. This is a key document produced by
the Second Department of the Military Headquarters
that has been preserved until the present day, thanks to
the fact that the intelligence service group managed by
Colonel FrantiSek Moravec took it to Great Britain right
before the Nazi occupation in March 1939.

2 VUA — VHA, fund (f) Velitelstvi vojenské
zpravodajské sluzby, box (b.) 153, file (f.) 23, Pfedmét:

After the Constitutional Act No. 328/1938 and Decree of Independence of Carpathian Ruthenia were passed in

late 1938, the region was newly called “Carpathian Ukraine” or “Carpatho-Ukraine”. For clarity, the more common
name “Carpathian Ruthenia” will be used throughout this text.

™ Some historical sources use the title “Investigation Centre in Carpathian Ruthenia”. This text will use the title
“Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia”.

*** Jan Kréek, born on June 8, 1901 in Pfemysl. Between 1915 and 1918, he studied at the Upper Military Realschule —
secondary schools (Vyssi vojenské redlné gymnasium) in Hranice (now Czech Republic) and Krakow (now Poland). He
entered the Czechoslovak Army after the founding of independent Czechoslovakia in 1918. He served as an infantry
officer from 1920 to 1927 in the eastern regions of Czechoslovakia in various garrisons in Carpathian Ruthenia. Between
1934 and 1936, he studied at the Military University in Prague (Vysoka Skola valeéna v Praze) and worked at the Second
Department of the 1st Corps Staff in Prague (2. odd¢€leni $tabu velitelstvi L. sboru v Praze). His activities in the anti-Nazi
resistance and after the war and his persecution after the communist coup in 1948 are described in the final part of this
study (For details, see Kreisinger, P. (2017). Plukovnik generalniho $tabu Jan Kréek (1901-1961). Dlouhd cesta ucastnika
zahrani¢niho odboje (velitele Gabcika a Kubise) k rehabilitaci. Historie a vojenstvi. Ne 4, pp. 70-83).
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The secluded territory of Carpathian Ruthenia
was not wholly unknown to Krcéek. Between the
years 1920 and 1927, he occupied various functions
(chief of the squad, connection officer, company dep-
uty chief and armament officer) in the Infantry Reg-
iments 19 and 36 (P&si pluk 19 a 36) in Mukachevo
(Myxkauego) and Uzhorod (Yxkropon)®.

On the other hand, Kréek lacked the necessary
practical experience with secret intelligence agency
management due to the fact that when he joined the
Second Department of the 1st Corps Staff in Prague,
the intelligence offensive was run solely by the Sec-
ond Department of the Military Headquarters. Low-
er levels of the intelligence hierarchy fulfilled only
defensive functions (monitoring selected persons,
drawing up opinions and sending experts to court
hearings in cases of military treason) and intelligence
training. Kréek was temporarily assigned to the Sec-
ond Department (2. oddéleni Hlavniho $tabu) in No-
vember 1938*.

Apart from Jan Kréek, other intelligence offi-
cers were also transferred to Svaljava: Staff Captain
Jindfich Kratky, Staff Captain Oldfich Voméacka,
Captain Jozef Markan¢uk and Captain Stanislav
Vondfich® (Figures 2, 3, 4). The group composition
soon changed. The only Ruthenian among Czech
and Czechoslovak officers, Captain Markancuk,
was replaced by First Lieutenant Stépan Kare§ for
unspecified reasons (Figure 5). It is also remarkable
that of the appointed staff, only Jindfich Kratky,
Oldtich Voméacka and Stépan Kare$ had experience
with intelligence work. Due to personnel restrictions
brought about by the Munich Agreement (all an-
ti-German intelligence work was officially prohibit-
ed), the commander of the Czechoslovak Intelligence
Service FrantiSek Moravec was interestingly hesitant
to send more experienced officers to Carpathian Ru-
thenia. We can only speculate that a wish to keep
the best intelligence officers close at hand in Prague
played a role.

On the other hand, Kréek and his subordinates
were very well equipped materially and technically.
They had three Czechoslovak modern Tatra 75 auto-
mobiles, photographic, chemical and writing materi-

Zpravodajska sluzba — informace, ref. no. 13415/1938
(undated), fol. 1

3 VUA - VHA, f. Kvalifika¢ni listiny, Kvalifikaéni
listina Jana Krcka

* Archiv bezpeénostnich slozek (ABS), f. Hlavni
sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky, b. 72, f. 1, Zprava
sepsana s Janem Krékem, fol. 473 and 476.

5 VUA-VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
Rusi, organizace a tikoly (undated), fol. 3.

Figure 1. The head of the Investigation Centre for
Carpathian Ruthenia in Svaliava (CsansiBa)
Staff Captain Jan Kréek in 1938 (Narodni archiv)

Figure 2. Staff Captain Jindfich Kratky
(Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek)
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als and necessary intelligence equipment along with
reports on the Ukrainian irredentist movement. They
also had a broadcasting and reception device with set
broadcasting and reception times to communicate
with the Military Headquarters in Prague®.

The Intelligence Headquarters in Prague were
aware that Poland and Hungary were interested in the
territory of Carpathian Ruthenia. Reports of activi-
ties of the local paramilitary organization Carpathian
Sich also raised concern®. It is remarkable that a great
deal of political, economic, social as well as military
information was also collected from the very eastern
part of Czechoslovakia by the German military in-
telligence service Abwehr, which found many locals
willing to cooperate’. The serious situation required
precise reports on the development in the region.
Many challenges lay before the Investigation Centre
for Carpathian Ruthenia.

The Military Headquarters in Prague summarized
the Centre’s activities in three basic points: 1) carry
out intelligence agency work against Poland, tak-
ing full advantage of Polish-Ukrainian irredentism;
2) collect reports on the current political situation in
Carpathian Ruthenia and 3) initiate offensive intelli-
gence work against Hungary?.

Offensive action against Poland took the form of
the collection of military and military-political re-
ports. Kréek’s subordinates quickly built a network
of agents (some suitable individuals were adopted
from the no longer utilized network of agents work-
ing against Germany) and pedestrian agents, focus-
ing on Polish territory north of Carpathian Ruthenia,
roughly delimited by the towns of Turka (Typxka) —
Sambir (Cambip) — Lviv (JIeBiB) — Berezany

6 VUA-VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
Rusi, organizace a tkoly (undated), fol. 3.

7 Bundesarchiv-Militérarchiv Freiburg, f.
Nachgeordnete Dienststellen und Einheiten des Amtes
Ausland/Abwehr, b. 49, f. 32, Politische Nachrichten
aus der Tschechoslowakei (Politische und soziale
Verhiltnisse in Karpethen-RuBland. Militérische
Angaben allgemeinen Charakters — Zu Abw. St. Mchn.
Nr. 1219/37 I geh.) (undated).

8 VUA-VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
Rusi, organizace a tkoly (undated), fol. 3.

5

Carpathian Sich (Karpatska Si¢) was a volunteer
paramilitary organization of Ukrainian nationalists
aiming to found an independent state. They were anti-
Czechoslovak and anti-Hungarian (Straka, K. (2007).
Ceskoslovenska armada, pilif obrany sttu z let 1932—
1939. Praha: “Ministerstvo obrany Ceské republiky”,
p- 134).

Figure 3. Oldfich Vomacka in a post-war photo with
the military rank of Lieutenant Colonel
(Vojensky usttedni archiv — Vojensky historicky
archiv)

Figure 4. Captain Stanislav Vondfich
(Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek)
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Figure 5. First Lieutenant Stépan Kare§
(Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek)

(Bepexxanm) — Stanislav (IBano-®pankicrk) — Kolo-
myia (Komommst) — Yasinia (fcinst). The Czechoslo-
vak Second Department (2. oddéleni Hlavniho $tabu)
devoted special attention to the area between Stan-
islav (IBano-®pankiBcek) — Stryi (Crpmii) — Lviv
(JIsBiB) — Sambir (Camb6ip) — Kolomyia (Komomus)
regarding the necessity of cooperation with residents
offering knowledge of local circumstances who
would occupy the post of pedestrian agents. The Mil-
itary Headquarters in Prague urged the Investigation
Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia to recruit as many
reliable Ukrainian emigrants as possible’.

To assess internal circumstances in Carpathian
Ruthenia and activities of the local irredentist move-
ments, Kréek’s agents were instructed to inconspicu-
ously enter into contact with local authorities, while
also cooperating with local confidants and defence
agents. Commander of the Investigation Centre, Staff
Captain Jan Krcek, had to be informed in a timely
manner of the official stances of local authorities
but also backstage politics including objectives and
means adopted by the locals!’.

9  VUA - VHA, f Velitelstvi vojenské
zpravodajské sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stiedisko na
Podkarpatské Rusi, organizace a tikoly (undated), fol. 3.

10 VUA - VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
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Offensive intelligence work against Hungary fo-
cused on the area delimited by the towns of Muk-
achevo — Sevljus (BunorpaniB) — Nyirbator — Nyir-
egyhaza — Uzhorod. It also included the territory
that had previously belonged to Czechoslovakia and
was now occupied by Hungary based on the Vien-
na Award. The intelligence headquarters urged the
Investigation Centre to promptly report all relevant
changes of Hungarian border patrol crews as well as
higher ranking posts in the area, aiming to detect any
preparation for terrorist activity'’.

Jan Krcek informed only his superiors about the
results of his efforts and his subordinates worked
more or less independently. Colonel Frantisek Mora-
vec urged Kréek to carry out offensive work without
any intervention or support of the local authorities, if
possible™. In light of the unstable situation, Moravec
said to Kréek before he left for Svaljava (according
to his own words spoken after the war): “Don ¥ for-
get that our power in C[arpathian] R[uthenia] is only
temporary”,

The founding and position of the Investigation
Centre was, however, disclosed to the Second De-
partments of the two higher military headquarters in
the area for the purposes of future cooperation: the
Second Department of the 6" Corps Headquarters in
Spisska Nova Ves (2. oddé€leni Stabu velitelstvi VI.
sboru) and the Second Department of the 12 Divi-
sion Headquarters in Svaliava (2. odd¢€leni $tabu veli-
telstvi 12. pési divize). The local intelligence work-
ers were urged to oblige Krcek and his subordinates
whenever they needed anything. Their work entailed
mostly checking selected persons and intervening
with local authorities, etc. Kréek in turn kept them
updated on important foreign and state reports, pro-
vided they were directly related to their interests'®.

The exact date when the Investigation Centre
started working is unclear from the available sources.
Based on personal documents of many of the officers

Rusi, organizace a tikoly (undated), fol. 3.

1 VUA - VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
Rusi, organizace a tkoly (undated), fol. 3.

12 VUA-VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské
Rusi, organizace a tkoly (undated), fol. 4.

13- ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krékem, fol. 485-486.

14 VUA-VHA, f. Velitelstvi vojenské zpravodajské
sluzby, b. 153, f. 23, Pfedmét: Vojenské zpravodajstvi
— informace, ref. no. 13415/1938 (undated), fol. 1 and
Patraci stfedisko na Podkarpatské Rusi, organizace a
ukoly (undated), fol. 4.
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issued after the war, we can presume that a majority of
the crew arrived at the location on December 16 and
17, 1938. Jan Kréek mentioned this in his interroga-
tion by the Communist Military Counter-Intelligence
Service after the war. The report states that he trav-
elled from Prague to Svaljava alone by car, equipped
with fake documents in the name of Ing. Kalina. Two
civil vehicles joined him in Moravia with Staff Cap-
tain Kratky, Staff Captain Vomacka, First Lieutenant
Kare§ and one non-commissioned officer. The last
to join the crew was Kréek’s former subordinate at
the Second Department of Military Headquarters in
Prague, Captain Stanislav Vondfich".

Apart from the technical equipment listed above,
Krcek also received documents with factual and per-
sonal data on the Ukrainian irredentist movement to
help him select locals willing to work against Po-
land in the Galicia Region. It is remarkable that he
allegedly received no instructions as far as offensive
intelligence work against Hungary was concerned.
On the other hand, he was advised to initiate close
cooperation with intelligence subsidiaries in eastern
Slovakia that had some experience with intelligence
work against Hungary. Unlike the newly founded
centre in Svaljava, they had an established agency
network at their disposal'e.

One of the Centre’s tasks was defensive intelli-
gence work. The internal situation in Carpathian Ru-
thenia was disrupted by the activities of the Carpath-
ian Sich. Staff Captain Jan Kréek often negotiated
with the Minister of the Interior for the Autonomous
Government of Carpathian Ruthenia (ministr vnitra
autonomni vlady Podkarpatské Rusi) Lev Prchala,
who was gravely concerned about the group’s activ-
ities. Prchala primarily collected information about
its members but did not radically intervene against
them. Kréek did not agree with Prchala’s benevolent
approach and expressed his displeasure to his subor-
dinates'’.

5 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 486487 and ABS, f. Zpravodajska
sprava  Generalniho §tibu Ceskoslovenské lidové
armady (Intelligence Service of the General Staff of
the Czechoslovak People's Army), Osobni slozka
Stanislava Vondficha, No. 2661.

16 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Kr¢kem, fol. 486-487.

17" ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Pfedmét: Kréek Jan — $tabni kapitan, zprava,
fol. 112 and Zprava sepsand s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 484.

Krcek reported his arrival to the Commander of
the 12 Division General Oleg Svatek. As mentioned
above, the headquarters of Svatek’s division was also
located in Svaliava, because it had to be moved from
Uzhorod, currently occupied by the Hungarians. Af-
ter they arrived, Kréek’s group started looking into
the possibility of cooperation with reliable Czecho-
slovak police and state officers. They also contact-
ed the Advanced Agency Headquarters (Pfedsunuta
agenturni stfedna, PAU)) in Presov (now Slovakia)
under the code name “Rudolf”’, subordinate to the
Agency Investigation Centre 1 (Agenturni péatraci
stfedisko, APS) in Banska Bystrica (now Slovakia)'®,

Based on the above, we can assume that the
group was in close cooperation with the Centre in
Banska Bystrica. As of January 15, 1939, the In-
vestigation Centre (APS) managed two Advanced
Agency Centres (PAU) — one with the code name
“Radomil” in Nitra (now Slovakia) and another one
with the code name “Rudolf” in PreSov, providing in-
telligence work between: Miskolc — KoSice — Presov;
Satoraljatjhely — TrebiSov — Vranov nad Toplou;
Nyiregyhdza — Chop (Hom) — Uzhorod (Yxropon).
Another task was to build a network of residents in
I*t degree locations: Miskolc, 2™ degree locations:
Kosice, Satoraljatijhely, Uzhorod, Nyiregyhaza,
Szerencs, Debrecen and the remaining areas where
the Hungarian 6™ and mixed 5™ brigades were de-
ployed (Debrecen and Szeged). They also monitored
traffic on the line Miskolc — Kosice — Miskolc —
Satoraljatjhely — Debrecen — Nyiregyhaza — Cop —
Uzhorod. “Rudolf” carried out recruiting activi-
ties also on Czechoslovak territory, in the Districts
Moldava nad Bodvou, Gelnica, Spisska Nova Ves,
Levoca, Kezmarok, Poprad, SpiSska Stard Ves and
Stara Cuboviia'®.

The Advanced Agency Centre (PAU) “Rudolf”,
focusing on the area east of the Headquarters in
Banska Bystrica to the line Uzhorod — Nyiregyha-
za, became the “neighbour” of Kréek’s Investigation
Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia®.

The Centre in Svaljava sadly did not have much
time to develop its activities against Poland and Hun-
gary. Between March 14 and 15, 1939, the crisis in

'8 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 486-487.

19 VUA — VHA, f. Vojenské zpravodajstvi I, b.
4, Predmét: Organizace zpravodajské sluzby proti
Madarsku).

20 VUA — VHA, f. Vojenské zpravodajstvi I, b.
4, Predmét: Organizace zpravodajské sluzby proti
Mad’arsku).
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central Europe peaked. The Autonomous Govern-
ment of Carpathian Ruthenia had long sought the
support of Nazi Germany. Ukrainian nationalists
began a coup d’état during the night of March 14,
1939. The Czechoslovak Army quickly silenced it
but Carpathian Ukraine, which was the other official
name of the very eastern part of Czechoslovakia,
also declared itself independent. It however did not
obtain any of the expected guarantees from Berlin.
The Hungarian Army began an offensive against it
from three directions on March 14, 1939. When the
Czechoslovak Army received the Hungarian ultima-
tum requiring the immediate clearing of Carpathian
Ruthenia, many troops of the Czechoslovak Army
started fighting back (Straka, K. 2007, p. 134).

Occupation of the Czech lands by German troops
began soon afterwards. Officers at the Investigation
Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia attempted unsuccess-
fully to make radio contact with Prague after listen-
ing to appeals for calm on Radio Prague throughout
the night of March 15. Radio traffic in the Czecho-
slovak military network had been cut off, telephone
lines were overloaded and the connection with Slo-
vakia kept dropping?'.

Kréek finally managed to make a short call to his
superiors to find out what was going on in Prague.
His initial suggestion to immediately leave for Po-
land was declined. He had no other choice than to
abandon his position along with his remaining troops
and return across Slovakia. When they crossed the
Slovak town of PreSov in their military convoys, the
situation was already very tense. Kréek later remem-
bered that the Slovaks, who had meanwhile declared
an independent state, were quite hostile especially
towards Czechs. Kréek also ordered all intelligence
materials, equipment and codes as well as radio
transmitters to be destroyed?.

This proved to be excellent foresight, as the
collection of materials from military intelligence
headquarters and subsidiary divisions of the former
Czechoslovak Army in Slovakia was among the
first measures taken after the proclamation of an
independent Slovak State. The order applied also to
documents from the Agency Investigation Centre I
(APS) in Banska Bystrica and its Advanced Agency
Headquarters (PAU) (Simunig, P. 2012, p. 44).

21 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krékem, fol. 486-487.

22 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 478.
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The only thing that could be confiscated from
Kréek’s subordinates was a radio receiver station and
sadly also their vehicle fleet. Kréek’s people were
dispatched on a special train to the occupied city of
Prague together with the commanders of General
Oleg Svatek’s 12 Division (12. pési divize)®.

Battles related to the retreat of the former
Czechoslovak Army from Carpathian Ruthenia con-
tinued until March 17, 1939. Troops of the state that
no longer existed retreated in three directions. The
first was across Slovakia, while other soldiers ended
up in Romania and Poland (Straka, K. 2007, p. 134).

Captain Jan Krcek reported to the Deputy Com-
mander Intelligence Colonel FrantiSek Havel who
took over after Colonel Moravec immediately on
March 22, 1939. Kréek described the course of re-
treat from Carpathian Ruthenia to Havel. That was
more or less all that was required of him. Anything
else was irrelevant under the new circumstances.
The Czech lands and Carpathian Ruthenia were
occupied and Slovakia had declared independence.
The Czechoslovak Republic as an autonomous state
no longer existed. The former Czechoslovak Army
slowly but surely entered a phase of controlled liqui-
dation that ended in summer 1939. Jan Kréek himself
was called up again to serve in the 1% Corps (I. sbor)
in Prague but took an open-ended leave of absence
due to the situation in the country®.

Conclusion. There are not enough archive sourc-
es to assess the activities of the Investigation Centre
for Carpathian Ruthenia more thoroughly. Agency
materials, reports and other documents were likely
lost during the rushed destruction of the intelligence
service archive on March 15, 1939 at the Military
Headquarters in Prague (2. oddé€leni Hlavniho §ta-
bu). Testimonies from after the war also confirm the
destruction of all paperwork transferred from Car-
pathian Ruthenia by employees of the Investigation
Centre. The material fragments that have survived
to the present day, however, do allow us to arrive at
some conclusions.

2 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krc¢kem, fol. 478.

24 ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 478. The return to Prague on March 22,
1939, when Kréek reported to Colonel FrantiSek Havel,
is confirmed in the personal documents of Infantry Staff
Captain Jindfich Kratky from the former Investigation
Centre for Carpathian Ruthenia. VUA — VHA, f.
Vojenské osobni spisy, Vojensky osobni spis Jindficha
Kratkého.
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We need to remember that the last reorganization
of intelligence services in the area was very rushed.
The original system of agency investigation centres
changed drastically (intelligence work against Ger-
many was prohibited) and an offensive intelligence
agency focused on Poland and Hungary was quickly
established as intelligence interests shifted eastward.
A specialized centre for intelligence work against
Poland and Hungary emerged under these circum-
stances.

The Investigation Centre for Carpathian Ruthe-
nia sprung up relatively fast, without any personnel
or local continuity. The Intelligence Headquarters in
Prague chose an inexperienced commander without
detailed knowledge of the local conditions. It is sur-
prising that only three officers working at the Investi-
gation Centre were even somewhat familiar with the
area, which was very unpopular among officers of
the Czechoslovak Army, unlike the less remote and
more attractive Bohemia and Moravia. It remains a
mystery why the Commander of the Second Depart-
ment did not choose an officer with more experience
in intelligence service work.

Another factor giving a disadvantage to the
Czechoslovak intelligence officers in Svaljava was
the season of the year, along with lack of time to
build the Investigation Centre. The cold and hard
terrain proved a significant obstacle for messengers
trying to cross the border. The new offensive centre
was built in a great rush, at a time when it took years
to establish a quality offensive agency. It is also more
than likely that the Investigation Centre for Carpath-
ian Ruthenia did not achieve any significant success
during the three months of its operation. The results
of the defensive intelligence work are also arguable.
Jan Kréek himself admitted after the war that the In-
vestigation Centre never really moved beyond the
preparation phase and did not achieve any consider-
able success®.

Despite that, it would be inappropriate to disre-
gard the participation of the intelligence officers in
defence of the republic. The difficult internal and
foreign political situation of Czechoslovakia brought
many individual challenges. It goes to the credit of
the officers of Investigation Centre in Carpathian Ru-
thenia that many joined the resistance after the Nazi
occupation of Czechoslovakia.

Their former Commander, Staff Captain Jan
Krcek, fled to Poland in August 1939. He served in a

% ABS, f. Hlavni sprava vojenské kontrarozvédky,
b. 72, f. 1, Zprava sepsana s plukovnikem Janem
Krckem, fol. 486-487.

Czechoslovak legion and was imprisoned by the Red
Army in the USSR together with the future command-
er of the 1% Czechoslovak Army Corps in the USSR
(1. Ceskoslovensky armadni sbor v SSSR) General
Ludvik Svoboda after the German and Soviet attack
on Poland. In 1940, he became the commander on
one of the Czechoslovak military transports to France
and took part in retreat fights under the 1% Czechoslo-
vak Infantry Division in France (1. ¢eskoslovenska
pési divize ve Francii). After France was defeated,
he went to Great Britain and served as commander of
the Second (Intelligence) Department of Staff of the
Czechoslovak Composite Brigade (2. oddéleni Stabu
velitelstvi Ceskoslovenské smiSené brigady). In this
function, he participated in selecting the right per-
sons for parachute/diversion and intelligence opera-
tions in the occupied Czech lands. During this time,
his active involvement was crucial in the operation
code named Anthropoid, which aimed to physical-
ly remove the Deputy Reich-Protector, Chief of the
Reich Security Main Office, SD and SS — Obergrup-
penfithrer and Chief of Police Reinhard Heydrich,
which occurred on May 27, 1942. After that, Kréek
worked at the Department of Political Intelligence
of the Ministry of the Interior of the Czechoslovak
Exile Government in London (Kreisinger, P. 2017,
pp- 78-80).

Events following the communist coup d’état in
February 1948 were particularly tragic for Krcek.
At that time, he held the position of a Colonel and
Commander in the 74" Infantry Regiment (P&$i pluk
74) in Most, northern Bohemia. He was consid-
ered a great professional by his superiors, but also
potentially politically unreliable, as they expressed
in September 1948. In September 1949, Kréek was
drafted as a student of the Military University in
Prague (Vysoké vojenské uciliste) but was expelled
in May of the next year. The Communist Counter-In-
telligence kept a close eye on him during his studies.
In June 1950, he was arrested for alleged subversive
activity. Those allegations could not be proven but
in October 1950 a lower court found him guilty of
negligence in keeping of a state secret and sentenced
him to nine months in prison without the possibility
of parole. He also lost his military rank of a Colo-
nel. His persecution was fully in line with the gen-
eral purge in the Czechoslovak Army. Instead on
being released after serving his time, he was trans-
ferred to a forced labour camp in March 1951 and
forced to stay until April of the next year. The same
court cleared him of all charges in July 1950 but he
could not return to his post in the army. He had to
earn his living as a manual worker. Jan Kréek died
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as a reserve private after a serious illness on March
24,1961 in Prague, completely forgotten. During the
political thaw in the late 1960s, his wife attempted
to have him rehabilitated. Her efforts were, however,
interrupted by the occupation of Czechoslovakia by
Warsaw Pact troops in August 1968. Kréek was not

definitively and fully rehabilitated morally and as a
officer of the army until long after the fall of the com-
munist regime in Czechoslovakia, in March 2015%.

2 VUA — VHA, f. Kvalifikaéni listiny, Kvalifikaéni
listina Jana Krcka.
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JISIIBHICTH YEXOCJIOBAIILKOI BIMCHKOBOI PO3BIJIKH HA IIJIKAPIIATCHKIA PYCI
B PO3CJILIYBAJBHOMY LEHTPI IIJIKAPIIATCBhKOI PYCI
(PATRACI STREDISKO PRO PODKARPATSKOU RUS) Y KPH30BI POKH 1938/1939

Hocnioocenns, nidzcomosnene nepesa)dcHo Ha OCHOBI OOKyMeHmig LlenmpanvHoeo 6ilicbK08020 apxigy —
Biticvroso-icmopuunozo apxigy 6 Ilpasi (Vojensky ustredni archiv — Vojensky historicky archiv) ma
Apxigy Cayacou besnexu y Ilpasi (Archiv bezpecnostnich slozek), 30cepedocyemvcs na pecmpyxmypusayii
4exocn08aybKoi CIyxHcOU 8ilicbK080i po36ioku neped pyeor c6imosoio 6itiHow, ockinbku Yexocrosayuuna 6yna
SMYULEHA peazysamu Ha 3MIHU 2eONONIIMUYHOL CUmyayii.

Possioysanvua Oistbnicms npomu Hayucmcovkoi Himeuuunu 6yna ogiyitino 3aboponena, i 3ocepedunacs na
cxo0i Yexocnosauyunu, y pecioni Iliokapnamcoxoi Pyci, y nanpsimky onvwi ma Yeopwunu. Posmawosanuti
vy Ceansgi Poscnioysanenuti yenmp Iliokapnamcovkoi Pyci (Patraci stiedisko pro Podkarpatskou Rus) cmas
HOBUM elleMEeHMOM Y peCmpyKmypu3ayii 4exociosaybkoi po36ioyeanvHoi ciyxcou, Maroyu 3a60anHs NPOBOOUMU
AK HACMYNANbHY, MAK i 000POHHY PO38IdY8anbHy OifnbHicmb, cnpamosany npomu Ilonvwi ma Yeopwunu, a
MAKONC KOHMPONIO8AMU SHYMpiwHbononimuury cumyayito 6 Iliokapnamcokiu Pyci. Po3zcrioysanvhuil yeump
ITiokapnamcokoi Pyci 6ye eusedenutl 3i 36UYQUHUX CMPYKMYp [ HOSHicMIO hionopsokosysascs [pyzomy
(possioysanvromy) 6i00iny Biilicokosoeo wmaby (2. oddéleni Hlavniho Stabu) y Ilpasi. Ilpomsieom ycvoco
nepiody uoeo icuysanms (2pyoens 1938 — bepesenv 1939) Poscridysanbhutl yenmp ouoniosas wmabd-xkaniman Au
Kpuex. Oxpim nvozo, y Ceansagi maxodic 6ynu posmingeni ogiyepu uexocnosaybroi ilicbkogoi pozeioku Inopacux
Kpamxu, Onopacux Bomauka, Cmanicnas Bonopoacux ma [lImenan Kapew.

Po3zcrioysanvnuil yenmp npayio6as y ckiaoHux yMogax i npunuHug ceoro dianvHicms y oepesui 1939 poxy.
Yecwvki 3emni Oynu oxynosaui Himeyvkumu giticoxamu, Cnogayuuna 300014 He3aNeHCHICIb, CIMANA COIOZHUKOM
Hayucmcewkoi Himeuuunu, a yeopcovka apmia oxynysana Iliokapnamcwvky Pycs.

Knrwouosi cnosa: HYexocnosauuuna, uexociosayvki 30potini cunu, 6iticbkosa po3eioka, Au Kpuex,
Poscrioysanvrui yenmp Iliokapnamcoxoi Pyci.

132 BOEHHO-ICTOPHYHUI BICHUK 2(56) / 2025



